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EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 
ANNCR: 

THE EUROPEAN COMMON MARKET HAS DECIDED TO HOLD DIRECT 
ELECTIONS FOR ITS PARLIAMENT. BUT WORKING OUT THE DETAILS 
OF THESE ELECTIONS HAS PROVED DIFFICULT... AS WE HEAR IN 
THIS BACKGROUND REPORT FROM VOA'S EDIE APPLE IN BRUSSELS. 
VOICE: 

THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OF THE NINE MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMON MARKET DECIDED IN ROME LAST DECEMBER TO HOLD EUROPEAN 
WIDE ELECTIONS IN THE SPRING OF NINETEEN SEVENTY EIGHT. 

BUT THEY LEFT THE DETAILS FOR THE NEXT MEETING, NO SCHEDULED 
FOR APRIL FIRST IN LUXEMBOURG. AND THE PRIME MINISTERS 
THERE WILL FACE SOME DIFFICULT DECISIONS. 

ONE ISSUE IS WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK TO HOLD THE ELECTION. 
IN MOST OF EUROPE, ELECTIONS TRADITIONALLY ARE HELD ON 
SUNDAYS BUT NOT I™ BRITAIN OR THE NETHERLANDS, THE SOLUTIO:: 
MAY BE TO HOLD THE ELECTIONS OVER A PERIOD OF SEVERAL OAYS. 
OTHER QUESTIONS INCLUDE WHETHER TO HAVE PROPORTIONAL 
REPRESENTATION OR WINNER TAKES ALL. HOW TO DRA‘ THE LINES 
FOR THE VOTING DISTRICTS ALSO MUST BE AGREED ON. BUT THESE 
DECISIONS MIGHT BE LEFT TO INDYVIDUAL COUNTRIES. 

THERE MUST BE A JOINT DECISION HOWEVER ON THE MOST 
OIFFICULT PROBLEMS...HO! MAY SEATS THERE SHOULD BE IN THE 
PARLIAMENT...AND HOW MANY SHOULD BE ALLOTED TO EACH COUNTRY. 

THE PROBLEM IS HOW TO GIVE THE SMALLEST COUNTRIES SOME 
REPRESENTATION WITHOUT MAXING THE PARLIAMENT TOO LARGE TO 


OPERATE EFFICIENTLY. 
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IF ALL THE DISTRICTS HAD PROPORTIONATE REPRESENTATION, 
THERE “OULD NEED TO BE SEVEN-HUNDRED THIRTY MEMBE®S TO ALLOW TINY 
LUXEMBOURG, A SINGLE SEAT. NO ONE THINKS THE PARLIAMENT 
SHOULD GE THIS BIG. THE PRESENT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ~~ 
MADE UP OF REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED FROM NATIONAL 
PARLIAMENTS == HAS ONE HUNDRED NINETY~EIGHT MEMBERS. AND IT 
RECOMMENDS THAT THE NEW PARLIAMENT HAVE THREE HUNDRED FIFTY 
FIVE MEMBERS, OTHER PROPOSALS RANGE FROM FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY 
TO TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY-FOUR, 

NEARLY TIO HUNDRED YEARS AGO UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 
WRITERS SOLVED A SIMILAR PROBLEM BY CREATING TWO SEPARATE 
BODIES -- THE SENATE TO REPRESENT EACH STATE AND THE HOUSE 
REPRESENTATIVES, BASED MORE CLOSELY ON POPULATION, 

THOSE WHO FAVOR A UNITED EUROPE SEE THE ELECTED 
PARLIAMENT AS A WAY OF GAINING NE!! POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR 
UNITY, BUT MANY ARE AFRAID THE HEADS OF STATE WON'T BE ABLE 
TO WORK OUT THESE DETAILS. THIS COULD WELL DELAY THE 
ELECTIONS BEYOND NINETEE! SEVENTY-EIGHT, AND WOULD BE YET 
ANOTHER SET BACK FOR THEIR EFFORTS TO BRING EUROPE TOGETHER, 
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